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 INDIAN VALLEY HOG NEWSLETTER  
Sponsored By: Dean’s Harley-

Davidson 
Sellersville, PA  

    Director’s  Ramblings     

CHAPTER 4590 

So, the new 2010 Officers have their first meeting under their belts. The calendar 
is starting to fill up with numerous events and activities. I especially liked the 
“Ladies Garage Party” scheduled for March 11, 6 – 8 PM. Aimed at prospective 
lady riders, current riders are welcome also to share their knowledge with those 
contemplating getting into riding. Contact LOH Officer Mary Lohman to sign up. 
 Elsewhere in this issue, you’ll see other events mentioned besides – the 
Chili contest, Bowling, etc. Come out and hangout even if you’re not participating, 
get to know some of the folks you’ll be sharing the road with. 
 Even with the inclement weather and not so favorable driving conditions, we 
had a sizeable turnout. Looking over the attendees, I couldn’t help wondering 
“who are all these people, and why are they here?”  Seriously, it’s been awhile 
since I’ve been up front, and while there were many familiar faces,  I see a lot of 
folks that I don’t recognize. Asst. Director John Worthington broached the subject 
of riding with the same folks on most occasions, and how others should be in-
cluded, to mix it up a little. Most of us tend to gravitate to riding with people we’re 
familiar with, and familiar with their riding habits.  With the influx of the new faces, 
we need to do some accommodating. 
 To that end, I’ve asked Doc, our Lead Road Captain, to come up with a 
questionnaire for the March meeting. These will be included along with the other 
handouts on the tables. We’d like to know how you ride – how far in a day, how 
often, destinations and the like. Are you interested only in around town rides or a 
weekend trip? Ever considered a motorcycling vacation, and if so for how long? 
Finally, where do you want to go? I mentioned last month of a potential trip back 
to the Grey Ghost Inn in Vermont, or possibly Seneca Rocks, in West Virginia. 
Out west? In my dreams……If Sturgis is in your future, planning should start now. 
 Now, if it would only stop with this white stuff. 
 
Pay attention out there……… 
 
Jule 
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Meeting called to order at 10am. 
 
Director – 1) Nominations were taken for the open positions of Editor & Product Officer.  Mike Pancione was nominated for 
Editor and Flo Rancitelli for Product Officer.  Flo was present.  The membership voted to accept Flo as Product Officer.  Mike 
Pancione was not present.  The membership agreed to accept him as Editor but Jule needs to contact Mike before the vote 
is official.  2) The membership meetings for April & July fall on holidays.  The membership meetings are being changed to 
the second Sunday, which will be the 11th both months.  3) Jule, John & Melissa attended the last state rally meeting & will 
continue to. Lane Bradley is the treasurer for the rally. 
Assistant director – 1) John introduced visitors Kathy Weber & Ron Marren, from Bucks Co HOG, who are organizers of the 
PA State Rally.  Kathy & Ron spoke to the members about the upcoming State Rally being held Sept 16-18 in Langhorne.  
There are 3 hotels involved, which are taking reservations already.  There will be a shuttle between the host hotel & the other 
2 so that attendees can come to the host hotel for activities & party at the host hotel at night without fighting traffic or riding at 
night.  The committee hopes to have enough road captains to have rides leaving every half hour for the numerous destina-
tions.  There are breakfast & lunch rides planned for each day, along w/ a chocolate ride, cigar ride, castle ride, covered 
bridge rides & possibly a search light ride.  They are also planning a pool tournament.  Volunteers are needed for registra-
tion, parking duties, road captains, sweeps, events & any other thing that comes up.  For more info, hotel reservations & to 
register for the rally go to: pastatehogrally.com.  2) On a personal note, John told the members that he has been a member 
of the club for 9 years.  He became an officer in order to help with planning of events & to support the club on a deeper level.  
The three things John would like to see happen within the club are: a) more members volunteer for events, b) more participa-
tion in our events & events of other HOG chapters, c) members reaching out to new members & members you don’t know 
very well.  The more involved you become with the club, the more you will enjoy belonging to the club.  A club is only as 
good as the members make it. 
Treasurer’s report was read. 
Safety Report – While it isn’t riding season, it’s a good time to check your bike for loose bolts, tires for tread wear & dry rot, 
belts for cracks, oil levels, etc.  Also, check protective clothing.  Check your shoes for tread wear & glasses for scratches.  
Remember, as you get older, your reaction time slows.  Leave more space between you & the vehicle in front of you.  Watch 
left turns; the one you are making & the one coming at you. 
Road Captain – 1) There are 21 road captains this year.  There will be a road captains meeting on 2/28.  At the meeting, the 
road captains will decide which months’ long & short rides they will be leading & look at ride possibilities suggested by mem-
bers.  2) A spring tune up ride is being planned for 3/ 27 or 28.  3) There will be a questionnaire handed out at next month’s 
meeting about riding habits & personal likes when riding in hopes of improving club rides. 
Damon Derstine spoke to the members about the Ride for Heroes, which was rained out last year.  It is being planned for 
May 23rd this year.  The ride supports veterans who were injured & the families of veterans injured or lost in the line of duty.  
The ride will be police escorted & is scheduled to leave from Dean’s, ending at Peddler’s Village.  There will be entertain-
ment & food.  The cost is $20 for single rider & $30 for 2 ups.  The first HOG club to register 50 members will receive $250. 
Membership – We have 4 new members this month.  They are: Jay Koffel, Pennsburg; William Thomas, Hatfield; Ron & 
Barb Bennett, Lansdale.  Welcome to Indian valley HOG. 
LOH – 1) The first LOH meeting will be held 2/ 23 at the Genardi’s food court, Forty Foot & Allentown Rds at 7 pm.  LOH will 
be discussing riding & non-riding events.  2) Dean’s is holding a garage party, Introduction to Riding for Women, designed 
for women riders & potential riders.  There will be stations that will discuss picking the right bike for you, accessories, cloth-
ing, protective gear & servicing your bike.  The event is being held from 6 to 8 pm.  Please let Dean’s or Mary know if you 
plan to attend. 
Activities – 1) Tickets are available for the Blues Bash until 2/13.  This year there will be live music, along with a DJ.  A buffet 
dinner is being served.  2) Bowling is scheduled for 3/13 at the Thunderbird Lanes in Warminster from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  Cost 
is $10 per person, which includes shoe rental.  The group will go for a late dinner at Giuseppes.  3) The third annual chili 
cook off is being held Saturday, from 11 am to 2 pm, 3/20 at Dean’s & is limited to 20 contestants.  All contestants get a T-
shirt.  Donations from tasters go to MDA.  4) BACA Bucks Co is having their fundraiser at the American Legion in Sellersville 
on 3/20.  Tickets are $20 per person.  The fundraiser is a dance, which includes a family style dinner. 
Old business – Liz Quigley reminded members that she is taking donations of cans of baked beans for the Camp Joy event, 
which is held in June. 
New business – Doc is looking for a volunteer to handle the 50/50 raffle at each meeting. 
Meeting adjourned 10:45 am. 

FEBRUARY 2010 MEETING MINUTES 



Upcoming Rides & Events 
 

For more information on these & all IV HOG Events Check out the Yahoo 
Group Calendar 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 7  Chapter  
    Meeting  
 

8 9 10 11 Women’s 
Garage 
Party 
DEAN’s  H.D. 

12 13 BOWLING  
Thunder-
bird Lanes 
Warminster 
6:30  
 

14 15 16 17 18 19  20   Chili 
Cook Off 
DEANS HD 
11-2  
 

 21  North-
east MC 
Expo. 
Oaks Pa. 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

March 2010  

DEANS HD
11-2 



4 

 

Dean’s HD & Indian Valley Hog Presents:

4th ANNUAL CHILI COOK OFF AT 
DEAN’S HD

Saturday March 20 – tasting from 11:00 to 2:00 followed by the awards 

• 1st Place - $50 Deans Gift Certificate and bragging rights!
• 2nd Prize - $25 Deans Gift Certificate
• 3rd Prize - $10 Deans Gift Certificate

PUT YOUR BEST CHILI RECIPE TO THE TEST!  SIGN UP NOW!                               
melissainhog@yahoo.com

Each entry will receive a complimentary HARLEY T-SHIRT
LIMITED TO 20 ENTRIES

REQUIREMENTS:

• Pre Registration with melissaivhog@yahoo.com
• Minimum 4 quarts of cooked, ready to sample chili in 

your crock pot or electric cooker
• Extension cord

We will provide tables, electricity, tasting spoons & cups & tasters.
Tasters – all contributions for MDA – see jar!!

Questions? Contact Melissa Maurer at 
melissaivhog@yahoo.com

You Taste/You Vote - PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS 
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 HOGS GO BOWLING - Come join the 
fun!  

It's that time of year again - 
IV HOGS taking to the lanes and trying to hit the 

pins.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday March 13 at Thunderbird Lanes, bowling from 6:30 
to 8:30. 

1475 W Street RD, Warminster. 
Telephone 215 674 8250. 

$10 per person, includes shoes. 
 

After bowling, we will "roll" over to Giuseppes (in the same 
shopping Center) 

for pizza and congrats to the high scorers.  
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I’ll second that motion. Congratulations to Mike Pancione for stepping 
up to Editor position. Give that man a patch. Hopefully someone read 
last month’s From Behind the Bar and is willing to support the organiza-
tion and let’s not forget Flo as the Product’s Officer. Putting together 
this months newsletter has been a lot of fun. The emails I received with 
material for inclusion are all positive and fresh. As Jule said earlier, 
Doc is coming up with a questionnaire. Here’s your chance to get that 
great ride, event, idea out in the open. Looks like the only thing we need 
is someone to help out Doc and sell the 50/50’s.  With 21 Road Cap-
tain’s he’s gonna be one busy boy.  How about stepping from behind the 
bar ? 
 
If you wait, all that happens is that you get older  
 
 
 

 

New Indian Valley HOG merchandise has ar-
rived. Zip up Hooded sweatshirts $33.00, 

Pullover sweat shirts, $27.00 and Long sleeve 
women’s t -shirts, $20.00, plus hats, men’s 
long sleeve t-shirts, regular t-shirts, tank 

top’s and bike flags.  
See the Products Officer, 

 Flo Rancitelli at the next meeting.   
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IV HOG 
 BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

 

Would you like to add your business to the IV HOG Business Directory  
Contact Mary Lohman  

 for instructions. Your donation of $3.00/month (3 month minimum 
please) will be donated to MDA . 

YOUR  
BUSINESS 

CARD 
HERE 

Ladies of Harley 

Ladies of Harley (LOH) is a sub-set of the HOG chapter and provides a 
forum for the women of the chapter to meet and plan events for 
all chapter members. All members are encouraged to attend. LOH 
Officer for 2010 is Mary Lohman. Meetings will be held at the Genu-
ardi's Food Court on at 1758 Allentown Road, Lansdale (Corner of 
Forty Foot Road and Allentown Road). Starts at 7 PM, lasts approxi-
mately 1 hour. THE NEXT MEETING will be held on Tuesday, FEBRUARY  
23rd.  All are welcome. 
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WILD  WILD  WES T 

by J ule Maurer 
 

I’ll admit, this is a little after the fact, but better late than never. With nothing else to do while watching 
the snow pile up outside, I figured I’ve procrastinated long enough….. 
 
My love affair with riding out west started in ‘05. That year, the club had put together a trip to Sturgis, 
SD. Melissa and I borrowed a trailer, loaded my ’02 Heritage, and caravanned cross-country to Mecca 
(defined as anywhere out west). We stayed a week, rode and saw all we could, and then headed home. 
 
About 2 weeks after returning, we had to fly out to Jackson Hole, WY, to attend the wedding of her 
niece. The wedding was scheduled for Saturday of Labor Day weekend, in the town square. A local 
costume shop supplied the entire wedding party with 1880’s garb, so they fit right in with the shoot out 
on the main street with the stagecoach. Besides the wedding, we got to see the sights a little with the 
family, riding in a 4 wheeled vehicle through Yellowstone Park. Very nice, but I realized riding the 
Park on a bike would be the best way of sightseeing. 
 
The family all left on Labor Day, but we weren’t flying out until Tuesday. Melissa and I walked into 
town to Eagle Rental, and rented a H-D Electra-Glide for the day. The folks there gave us a 250 mile 
loop, which included the Grand Teton Pass into Idaho. I was hooked, knowing as soon as possible, we 
were coming back out. 
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It wasn’t until 2007 that we made it back, trailering out to Green River, WY, where Melissa’s sister 
and niece live. After a little visit, we headed north to Jackson Hole.  This trip didn’t have any itiner-
ary – just a general plan: head north over Beartooth Pass, then east, then back through the center of 
Wyoming to Sis’. Other than staying a second night in Jackson, we were in a different area every day. 
You get to see a lot, but then you miss a lot also. Which means you HAVE to go back, bummer. 
 
During our loop, we had the opportunity to go out the Northeast Gate of Yellowstone, and stay the 
night in Cook City, Montana. What a cool little town! There was a pleasant mix of cars, pickups, mo-
torcycles and quads in almost equal amounts going back and forth. We got a room in the Soda Butte 
Inn, and settled into their lounge for some liquid refreshment and dinner.  We met up with couple, fel-
low motorcyclists from Canada heading south. Since we weren’t planning on going back through the 
Park, we gave them our $20 pass, good for the week. At some point during our stay, I decided this 
was a place I had to come back to – possibly a club ride. On the way out, I picked up some brochures 
from a place with cabins up the road. 
 
AND SO IT BEGINS……. 
 
In the spring of ’08, I wrote a few articles about putting a trip together for out west. With the time re-
quirements and the cost of fuel, it became apparent that the best way of getting there was to employ a 
transportation company to haul the bikes out, while we flew out. So, on Labor Day of 2008, we all 
met at Dean’s to load our bikes onto 2 huge trailers from Motorcycle Transport of New England. 
They were chosen due to their policy of shipping bikes packed and fueled, with extra luggage al-
lowed. Others want tanks and bags empty. Thanks again to Bruce Hauser for riding my bike to 
Dean’s for me, but that’s another story. If memory serves, we had a total of 21 people, and 13 bikes. 
The plan was to fly to Jackson Hole that next Friday, ride for the week and fly home the following 
Friday. 
 
After the articles, we had a few meetings with the interested parties. I developed an itinerary of what 
Melissa and I planned, all interested were welcome to come along – just make your own reservations. 
Interestingly enough, the eventual list contained none of the usual perpetrators Melissa and I usually 
ride with. As it turned out, the group split into three pods, with our group following us to Cook City, 
MT. That took some of the pressure off me, I only had 4 bikes following me: Ron and Nancy Hansen, 
Jerry DiCandilo and Cheryl, Lane Bradley and Tony Recklitis. We knew Lane and Tony, but not so 
much Ron and Nancy, Jerry and Cheryl. While somewhat apprehensive, they quickly reassured me, 
whatever, wherever, was fine with them. We were the medium range in miles traveled. If I recall, 
Gary McGinty’s group left Jackson first thing Saturday morning and just kept riding. Alex Hacket’s 
group rode into the Park, using that as base and doing day rides. 
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Back to Mecca…. 
Arriving in Jackson, we got a van to take us to the hotel, where we found all our bikes unloaded and 
ready to roll. MTNE (Motorcycle Transport of New England) left one trailer for us with the key hid-
den so we could put extra luggage inside, or a bike in the event someone had to leave early.  While 
the other 2 groups left Jackson Hole first thing Saturday morning, our group had opted to stay put in 
Jackson to take in the local color and sights on a Saturday and Saturday night. I did part of the loop 
Melissa and I had done in ’05, thru the Grand Teton Pass into Idaho, then South, East and back up to 
Jackson. Returning to Jackson, Ron commented, he may as well get back on the plane right now, it 
can’t get any better. That became the standard daily statement.  Words (at least mine) can’t describe it 
– the Tetons take your breath away. While the Black Hills outside of Sturgis are spectacular, this area 
is nothing short of incredible. 
 
After a leisurely Sunday breakfast at Jebediah’s Cabin of Sourdough, famous for their original 1880’s 
continuous sourdough culture, we headed for Yellowstone Park. As we traveled the roughly 170 
miles to Cook City, MT, we encountered our first problem – it was getting freaking cold. I had been 
to eastern WY twice in the fall, late Sept./early Oct. and hit days in the upper 70s. You’ll even get a 
couple days in Sept. in the 90s. I have no idea what the temperature was, but when I felt Melissa have 
an involuntary shiver, I pulled over and let her get on Tony’s bike with the heated seat. We were in 
aptly named “Ice Box Canyon” according to the signs. By the time we got to Cook City, she was 
grinning ear to ear, saying “you’re getting a new bike!” She renamed the road in Ice Box Canyon, ask 
her sometime. 
 
Our intent was to stay in Cook City for the rest of the week, doing day rides from home base. It was 4 
miles outside the NE Gate of the Park, so you’ve got good riding whichever direction you choose. 
Our fellow travelers were nice enough to allow a leisurely breakfast every morning, also allowing the 
temperature to get above freezing before embarking on our daily adventures. I started parking my 
bike so it would get the first rays of sun in the AM to melt off the frost. The mountains out the front 
of our slightly less than 4 star cabins would have snow on top, frost a little lower. 
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For our daily excursions, we had to pay attention to the weather, depending on direction of travel. 
Having been warned of snow on the road on Bear Tooth Pass, we opted to head for Cody, WY, via 
Chief Joseph’s Scenic Highway the first day. Somewhere I read that this is among the top ten scenic 
roads in the world. It did not disappoint. Having lunch in Cody, at the Irma Hotel (Irma was the 
daughter of Buffalo Bill Cody), looking at the map, the only return route without going a bejillion 
miles (don’t tell Obama that number), was to go back the way we came. When Nancy asked how we 
were getting back, I sheepishly replied we had to take the same road. She was thrilled, she would get 
to see it from the other direction! Easy going folks, I must say. 
 
We eventually made it to and through Beartooth Pass, the road was clear except for drifting snow. 
This is another must do ride – the view from there at 10,947 feet is like you’re on top of the world. 
Mountain ranges god knows how far away, and looking down on the alpine lakes will give you goose 
bumps . Another photo opp with the Chapter Flag, and we continued north to Red Lodge, MT, and 
did some shopping at the Harley store to complete our T shirt collections (as if). 
 
 
Our last night in Cook City was a hoot. As Melissa and I had the largest cabin, we all collected there 
after dinner for snacks whipped up by Nancy and cocktails. The weather had gotten colder, threaten-
ing snow, and I was worried about getting out of there the next day. The day dawned damp, with low 
clouds, but the sun was out. You could see on “our” mountains that the overnight rain at the cabins 
was ice only a couple hundred feet up.  
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On our way south, we had to wait for the escort truck to take us through the construction for 15 min-
utes or so. I still have a mental picture of Nancy and Melissa dancing the cha-cha in the middle of the 
muddy road, in helmets and leathers, music blasting from the bikes. The flag lady couldn’t get over it 
and neither could the folks in the cars. I mention this because this is one of the little things on a trip 
with friends that bonds us. 
 
Upon our return to Jackson, we met up with the rest of the group. As I recall, the bulk of us went to 
Bubba’s for ribs, and then walked around town, ending up in the Million Dollar Cowboy Bar. Saddles 
for bar stools and a reputed 1,000,000 worth of silver dollars in the bar top.  It didn’t look like anyone 
wanted to leave.   
 
The folks from MTNE loaded the bikes that evening and left. Flying home on Friday, I got a call from 
the drivers they would be at Dean’s Sunday by 7 AM. When we arrived about that time, there were the 
bikes, unloaded and all in a perfect line. On the ride home, I reflected on the trip. Realizing there were 
still roads unexplored, I know, someday, I HAVE TO GO BACK! 
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