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Easy Rider

Motorcyclists and motorists — have each other’s backs this summer

by Alyssa LaFaro

n June, off-duty police officer Milan Merke was taking part in a Midnight Run

for Peace with the motorcycle group Men United for a Better Philadelphia.

Their goal was to create awareness and prevent violence in the city. Over the
years, the group has organized rides involving hundreds of motorcyclists through
the most dangerous neighborhoods of Philadelphia.

This ride would be Merke’s last. An SUV made a left-hand turn into his path
and they collided, reported Philadelphia news station WPVI-TV. Eight days later,
Merke passed away. He was 28 years old.

More than 50 percent of motorcycle accidents involve collisions with another
vehicle, according to the Motorcycle Safety Foundation. In a majority of these
accidents, the driver of the other vehicle (not the motorcyclist) violated the motor-

24 \Mvsafety

il pillars) or, n}ast éby objects or

cycle right-of-way, causing the acci-
dent to occur. It’s important to
remember that all parties should
always take caution — the motorcy-
clists and the motorists that share the
roads with them.

If you are a motorcyclist, you
need to be visible, aware of your sur-
roundings, and know how to use
your bike. Lights, reflective
strips/decals, bright clothing and your
horn are all preventative ways to make
sure you are seen and heard. You should
also give yourself time to respond to the |
actions of other drivers, ride in the part
of the lane where you are most visible
and use your signals in advance before
turning. Practice makes perfect, so
establish your riding techniques before
entering an eight-lane highway and
learn to stick to the speed limit.

If you don’t ride a motorcycle,
you have a different set of rules.
Here are some tips from the
Motorcycle Safety Foundation to
help you be more aware of
motorcycles on the road.

1. Because of its small size, a
i motorcycle can be easily hidden__
~in a car’s blind spots (dQQr/mof

background de a cat (busﬁ
es, fences, bridges, etc.). Take an
extra moment to look for motor-
cycles, whether you’re changing
lanes or turning at intersections.

motorcycl may look farther



Gloves.
Protects ¢

-
Jacket and pan ust rememb
your skin versus the pavement. L
Protects against: sunburn, dehyds

Boots. You don’t want your flip flops getting stuck to the foot petals. Plus
— other riders in your circle will probably make fun of you. Boot up.
Protects against: foot and ankle injuries

3. Motorcyclists often slow down by downshifting or merely rolling off
the throttle, thus not activating the brake light. Allow more following
distance, say three or four seconds, and at intersections, predict a
motorcyclist may slow down without visual warning.

4. Motorcyclists often adjust position within a lane to be seen more easily
and to minimize the effects of road debris, passing vehicles and wind.
Understand that motorcyclists adjust lane position for a purpose, not to
be reckless, or show off or to allow you to share the lane with them.

5. Tum signals on a motorcycle usually are not self-canceling. Some
riders (especially beginners) sometimes forget to turn them off after a
turn or lane change. Be aware that this occurs.

6. Maneuverability is one of a motorcycle’s better characteristics,
especially at slower speeds and with good road conditions, but don’t
expect a motorcyclist to be able to dodge out of your way.

1. Stopping distance for motorcycles is nearly the same as for cars, but
slippery pavement makes stopping quickly difficult. Allow more fol-
lowing distance behind a motorcycle because it can’t always stop “on
a dime.”

8. When a motorcycle is in motion, see more than the motorcycle —
see the person under the helmet, who could be your friend, neighbor,
or relative. o

Designed to open and close easily with
one hand, the PIG Latching Drum Lid
for Fiber Drums keeps drum contents
dry and pure without hassle. The lid
features self-aligning tabs on the ring
to ensure a secure fit on 30-gallon
drums. The continuous 3-inch-wide
EVA gasket and locking mechanism
seals the lid so contents stay secure. A
removable hinge pin allows the lid to
be removed without loosening the band
to facilitate container dumping, and the
Fast-Latch drum ring allows the lid to
be moved from one drum to another
without tools.
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The JSP Evolution 6100 Hard Hat,
distributed by Protective Industrial
Products, has proven far tougher than
ANSI Z89.1 requirements. It features a
longer back for extra protection, as
well as a three-position harness depth
setting for a precise fit. Packed ready-
to-wear with no assembly required.
Protective Industrial Products
800-262-5755

WWW.pipusa.com
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